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TEREBRAVARIEGATAGRAY, 1834 (GASTROPODA): PROPOSED
PRESERVATIONUNDERTHE PLENARYPOWERS. Z.N.(S.) 1927

By Twila Bratcher (Research Assistant, Los Angeles County Museum of Natural

History) and Robert Burch (Research Assistant, Los Angeles County Museum of
Natural History) [posthumous work]

1. This petition asks that the International Commission on Zoological

Nomenclature to use its plenary powers to conserve the specific name Terebra

variegala Gray, 1834 (Nov. 25), for a well known gastropod species of the

eastern Pacific, which now as a result of newly published evidence (Cowan,
1969) on the dates of one of the works concerned must be recognized as having

been for some 136 years a junior synonym of Terebra africana Griffith and
Pidgeon, the date of which may be 1 833 and in any case seems to be no later than

June 1834, a matter of several months of priority.

2. The name Terebra variegala Gray, 1834, has been widely used. In 1844

Hinds (p. 164) recommended the synonymy that has since been unquestioned,

saying: "I can scarcely discover the priority of these names, but the second

[i.e., T. africana] is obviously objectionable". Hinds also supphed, from the

original label in the Gray collection, the type locality, which Gray had omitted

in his description: "Guaymas, Gulf of Cahfornia, 10 to 12 fathoms; Cuming".
Hinds repeated this synonymy in his monograph of Terebra in Sowerby, 1845

(vol. 1, p. 173, pi. 43, fig. 53). It was accepted by Reeve, 1866, and by every

major reviewer of Panamic province mollusks since that time.

3. The name Terebra africana Griffith and Pidgeon ?[1 833-1 834] appeared
on a plate caption, with no description and no cited locality. The taxon was
accepted by Kiener, 1839 (Icon. Coq. Viw 9 : 14, pi. 2, fig. 2), who cited it as

from an unknown locahty. No other citation appears in the literature except

for two references to the presence of the holotype in the collection of the British

Museum (Tomlin, 1944: Minutes of the Conchological Club of Southern

California, no. 41 ; 14; and Cernohorsky, 1968: The Veliger, 11 (3) : 211).

4. The Commission is therefore asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name africana GriflSth

& Pidgeon, ?[ 1833- 1834], as published in the binomen Terebra africana

for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of

Homonymy;
(2) to place the specific name variegala Gray, 1834, as published in the

binomen Terebra variegala, on the Official List of Specific Names in

Zoology

;

(3) to place the specific name suppressed under the plenary powers in (1)

above on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in

Zoology.

Note added in proof. —Lt.-Col. C. F. Cowan, who was asked by the Secretary

if he had any more information on the dates of the MoUusca parts of Griffith's

Animal Kingdom, has kindly replied saying that only when parts in original

wrappers are found will the full dates of this work be known. Vol. 12 contains
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Mollusca followed by Zoophytes (pp. 435-594) and he thinks that the page

partition was probably Part (38): [1]-192, (39): 193-368, (40): 369-[602], based

on binder's pencillings in his copy. The plates were probably issued with each

part. There are about 40 Mollusca plates in Vol. 12 and all but about three of

these are dated "1833" (as is PI. 23), whereas all but one of the 20 Zoophyte

plates are dated "1834". This strongly indicates that PL 23 was published with

Part (38) or (39) and not with Part (40). At this stage he feels fairly sure that

the whole of Vol. 12 was published before November, 1834, and practically

certain that PI. 23 was published before then, but more cannot now be stated.

Terebra africana was described —and attributed to Gray —on p. 600, but this

was certainly published later than PI. 23 and its caption. R.V.M. 29 September

1970.
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